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In 1758 the Ahoms, in order to check their raiding
propensities, found it necessary actually to erect
forts along the foot of the hills and institute a long
blockade of the tribe ; which goes to show that the
tribe possessed brave and warlike propensities in
the past, though these exist no longer. Mahomed
Kasim, a Moghul historian of the seventh century,
speaks of this tribe as being " entirely independent
of the Ahom king, and whenever they find an oppor-
tunity plunder all the lands in the vicinity of their
mountains."

It seems that the Daphlas, under the Ahom rule,
had the right to levy what was called " Posa " directly
from the ryots, in some cases this being paid in cash,
in others in kind. This " Posa " has been some-
times alluded to as blackmail, which is inaccurate,
it being rather of the nature of a well-ascertained
revenue payment on account of which a correspond-
ing remission was made in the State demand upon
the persons satisfying it; it was a distinct feature
in the Ahom revenue system, was not exacted from
every tribe, and was at first not interfered with by
the British officials, who avoided making any very
radical changes. In time efforts were made to induce
the tribe to resign this right, which was not complied
with, and for many years constituted a difficulty. In
1835 a serious raid constrained offensive action on
our part, when Captain Mathie, in charge of the
Darrang district, led a small military force into the
hills where, after a little desultory fighting, certain
captives were released, and a series of outposts
established along the border. After this, certain
sections of the Daphla tribe submitted and agreed